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Edgar Allen Poe


Edgar Allen Poe's objectionable, yet intriguing work was affected primarily by the current events of his life; including his childhood, early adulthood, family/social life and career. Such events and people present in his years were greatly responsible for the formation of Poe's distinct style, as well as the contents and fashion of his literary masterpieces. Poe's influential life also served as great reason for his literary fame and acknowledgment. It was Poe's overwhelming creative style and dark work that allowed him to receive such prestigious awards and recognition. It was also the fact that society had never seen such work until Poe. His ability to construct such intricately dark and gruesome pieces shocked and hooked all those who came into contact with his work. The fact that Edgar Allen Poe was among the select few to first introduce gothic-style literature into the world is a significant reason why he is so widely appreciated and
famed.


It is not undeniable that Edgar Allen Poe had an extremely rough childhood. It is believed and often understandable that Edgar's most horrific work was greatly influenced by the events that took place in his younger years (Holman 1). Exposed to death and heartache at such an early age, it is reasonable that such incidents would turn a poor, innocent boy into an abnormal and troubled older man. Many believe that the death of his mother and the abandonment by his father deeply saddened Poe, to a significant point where he could never move past and forget the events (Reuben 7).


Edgar Allen Poe was born January 19, 1809 in Boston, Massachusetts (Reuben 7). Born to actors, Elizabeth Arnold Hopkins and David Poe Jr., Poe was destined to withstand a harsh and tormented life right from the beginning (Holman 1). Poe's father, David, had never been the kind of man who wished for a family. David was a barbaric alcoholic with violent tendencies, who shortly abandoned the family when Edgar was nearly two years old (Reuben 7). Poe's mother, Elizabeth, only wanted the best for her children and moved Edgar and his sister, Rosalie, to Richmond, Virginia soon after David left. Though Edgar had already endured the difficult loss of a father figure, the distress failed to end there.


After a year or so, Edgar Allen Poe had gotten used to the fact that his father was not around. But before he had even turned the early age of three, Edgar experienced yet, another unexpected and heartbreaking misfortune. On December 8, 1811, Elizabeth, Edgar's mother, died unexpectedly from tuberculosis (Reuben 7). Edgar was present in the room, as was his younger brother, when his mother passed (Holman 1). Poe, himself spent more than two days with his mother's corpse before someone finally had knowledge of her death (Holman 1). His mother's death certainly would have affected his negatively, but the time spent with a rotting corpse surely made matters worse (Holman 1).


After losing both of his parents at an early age, Poe was left only with the relationships he had with his brother and sister. He was then taken into the care of the Allan family (Holman 1). John Allan, who proved to be the head of the Allan household, had a position in the firm of Ellis and Allan (Wilson 8). The firm focused mainly on the purchase and distribution of tobacco and similar products (Holman 1). Though John and his family were strangers to Edgar, the family made enough money to support him and keep him somewhat content. Edgar's brother and sister were sent to live in other nearby homes, severing the growing relationship he had with his siblings (Reuben 7).


Edgar Allen's Poe's childhood proved to be a malicious and terrible experience. It is understandable that Poe's lack of parental stability and sibling experience caused him to be a very discontented and miserable person later on in his adult years(Wilson 8).. Poe never really had anyone to feel affection for, or vice-versa, and his inability to be compassionate towards others severely kept him from having any kind of a social life. The fact that Poe had very few relationships and such a great experience with tragedy, pain and calamity, would surely induce more dark and gruesome thoughts and behavior as he matured (Pridmore 6).


Edgar remained at the Allen's home for quite some time, until Edgar was in his early 20's; practically an adult (Pridmore 6). In 1815, Poe even had the experience of living overseas in Scotland and England for five years (Mondragon 4). Though John Allan had been the one to put Edgar in a fine educational environment, Edgar retaliated and became acquainted with gambling and addiction. After education in England and Richmond, Poe was student at the University of Virginia (Wilson 8). Edgar also became an active member of the Jefferson Literary Society (Wilson 8). He felt that his interests in literature and expression would be greatly appreciated while he was inducted, but a short time later, Edgar and his foster father's disagreement would force Edgar away from home, without any money or a complete education (Pridmore 6). Edgar was extremely angry at the fact that his father denied him the ability to continue his attendance at UV, but Edgar became so caught up in gambling, it was practically impossible to rekindle his relationship with John (Wilson 8). Mr. Allen wanted nothing to do with him after he had seen the behavior Edgar expressed in thanks of his support (Reuben 7). His foster-father died in 1834, running the chance for Poe to ever better their relationship or fix it (Reuben 7).


Edgar Allen Poe did not accomplish much when it came to a well- established career or "life". Though he did work various jobs that allowed him to devote more time to his work, his work was the only thing that Poe was actually successful in (Wilson 8). His addiction to drugs and alcohol caused great problems in his jobs involved with various magazines, as well as his free-time writing. Surprisingly enough Poe was accepted into the United States service, and even earned a highly prestigious position. However, Poe also ruined that opportunity as well due to his juvenile behavior (Pridmore 6).


After he was banished from the Allan's home in Virginia, Poe made his way back to his birthplace of Boston (Reuben 7). There, Edgar explored the world of literature and poetry, and successfully completed a small collection of pieces (Wilson 8). In 1827, expected to be a lonely and distraught man, Poe enlisted in the United States Army as a private (Wilson 8). He used the name Edgar A. Perry. After two years of service, Edgar was promoted to the prestigious role of Sergeant Major (Wilson 8). His success in the services proved to be one of the first accomplishments Edgar had ever made, but he shortly was discharged after a sick prank (Mondragon 4). After his promotion, Poe decided to move his life to Baltimore, where he then began living with his aunt, Maria Poe Clemn (Wilson 8). There he received recognition for his work and eventually became a staff member for a variety of magazines such as the Southern Literary Messenger, Burton's Gentleman's Magazine in Philadelphia, and Graham's Magazine (MysteryNet 5). His career, however, was slightly tarnished due to his alcoholism.


Poe's relationships were not those of normal expectations, especially when he knowingly married his 13 year-old cousin (MysteryNet 5). His swinger- like life after her death also caused a great deal of pain for Poe, where he never fully knew what a "normal" life or relationship was actually like. His great experience with tragedy probably ruined any kind of stability ever possible in his relationships, and greater existence (Pridmore 6).


In the year of 1836, the grown-up Poe knowingly married his 13 year- old cousin, Virginia Clemn (MysteryNet 5). A few years later though, she fell ill and soon died in 1847 the same way Poe's mother did (Pridmore 6). Apparently, his wife had "broken a blood vessel," which was one of the first well-known signs of tuberculosis (Reuben 7). After her death, Poe's habit with drugs and alcohol worsened (Mondragon 4), and he was involved in lonely, failed romances, including his with Sarah Helen Whitman, an accomplished poet (MysteryNet 5). It is most understandable that Poe's continuous relationship and experience with death and heat-ache caused his to develop such bad habits and dark behavior. Much of the time after the death of his first wife and second marriage to Elmira Royster, was spent writing some his most well-know pieces (Pridmore 6). Dark pieces that involved death and pain. It is very possible that his reasons for writing such horrific things were because of his hard life. There could not be another reason that would cause someone to be so grotesque.


Edgar Allen Poe received many awards and recognition throughout his lifetime, as well as the time following his death. His writing was recognized early on at a young age during his enrollment in school and success as part of magazine staffs (Pridmore 6). Though he had always been motivated to create, it wasn't until "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" was published, that Poe really began receiving some attention. People had never read anything like that of Poe's, and his stories became so enticing and entertaining, it only caused for more acknowledgement and fame (MysteryNet 5).


Poe's first award and recognition came from the Baltimore Newspaper. Edgar won fifty dollars for his story, "Ms. Found In A Bottle" (Mondragon 4). His success with the paper allowed him to be recognized for the first time in the literary world (Mondragon 4). Poe had always spent his spare time working on various stories and poems. Literature had been the only thing that had not disappointed Edgar, and the only thing that kept him living.



It is certainly not undeniable that Edgar Allen Poe's life was one filled with heartbreak, pain, death and suffering. But it is those exact occurrences that enabled Poe to produce some of the most significant work in history. It is because of his deep ability to express his thoughts and feelings on paper that he has been recognized as one of the greatest writers/poets to ever live. We will forever remember him as the man who introduced early on tales of horrific, scary, and gruesome content. 
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